
WILDERNESS PLANNING 

“In accordance with the 

Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 

1131 et seq.), certain Federal 

lands… are designated as 

wilderness and as a 

component of the National 

Wilderness Preservation 

System” 

- Public Law 114–46 
August 7, 2015 

Why Two Wilderness Plans?  

The Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service decided to complete two 

separate Wilderness plans for the three wilderness areas designated under the Saw-

tooth National Recreation Area and Jerry Peak Wilderness Additions Act; combining 

the Hemingway-Boulders and White Clouds (HB/WC) Wilderness into one plan and 

separating out the Jim McClure-Jerry Peak (JMJP) Wilderness into a second plan.  

Two factors drove this decision. First, resources and uses differ in each area. Second, 

this separation aligns with administrative boundaries as the legislation for these wil-

dernesses established boundaries along the Sawtooth National Forest and Salmon-

Challis National Forest lines. BLM-managed lands are included in both the White 

Clouds and JMJP wildernesses; therefore, the BLM will be participating in the de-

velopment of both plans.  

What are the differences in these wilderness areas?  
The three wilderness areas have distinct differences. The landscapes, opportunities, 

local community values, and the amounts and types of visitor use vary from area to 

area. The White Clouds Wilderness is epitomized by its dramatic high peaks alpine 

lake basins attracting high levels of visitation. At the other end of the spectrum, the 

Jim McClure-Jerry Peak Wilderness encompasses open, rolling sagebrush hillsides 

and high elevation ridgelines, which invites large wildlife populations. Human visit-

ation is much lower  in this area. The Hemingway-Boulders Wilderness provides a 

truly wild experience for visitors due to its remoteness and thus, rarely visited land-

scapes. 

   

Hemingway-Boulders Wilderness & 
White Clouds Wilderness 

Jim McClure-Jerry Peak  
Wilderness 

Areas administered by the Sawtooth National 

Forest within the Sawtooth National Recreation 

Area and the Challis BLM 

Areas administered by the Salmon-Challis 

National Forest and the Challis BLM 

Sawtooth Forest Plan 

Revised in 2012 

Wilderness Management Plan will be 

incorporated through a Forest Plan 

Amendment 

Contains existing direction for the Sawtooth 

NRA, including group size limits, 

campfire restrictions at lakes, etc. 

Salmon-Challis Forest Plan 

Revision process beginning Fall 

2016 

Wilderness Management Plan will be 

incorporated into the Forest 

Plan Revision 

BLM – Resource Management Plan 

Challis Resource Management Plan (1999) contains direction for released WSAs, and minimal 

direction on management of designated wilderness is provided. The Wilderness 

Management Plans will provide that guidance. 

No RMP amendment necessary for the BLM. 
White Clouds Wilderness 



Q: How were the group size (human and stock) restrictions 

determined?  

A:  The proposed plan includes restr icting group sizes to a 

maximum of 12 people and 20 head of stock per group. There are 

currently no group size restrictions with the Wilderness, 

however, the agencies are proposing limits to protect wilderness 

character.  
 

Further, permitted outfitters operating in the JMJP Wilderness 

typically do not take groups in excess of 12 people and 20 head 

of stock. These proposed group size limits would allow guiding 

activities to continue in a manner that occurred at the time of 

wilderness designation.  

 

Q: Why are stay limits proposed?  

A:   The BLM enforces a 14-day stay limit across all BLM-

managed lands within the state of Idaho. This rule is proposed to 

be applied across the wilderness for consistency.  

 

Q: Will livestock grazing be affected by the wilderness plan?  

A: The Congressional Grazing Guidelines  states that “there 

shall be no curtailments of grazing in wilderness areas simply 

because an area is, or has been designated as wilderness.”  

 

Q: What is Wilderness Character?  

A: Statutory language of the Wilderness Act, Section 2(c), is 

used to identify five qualities of wilderness character: 

Untrammeled (free from intentional human manipulation), 

Natural, Undeveloped, Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or 

a Primitive and Unconfined Type of 

Recreation, and Other Features of 

Value.  

 

For more information on the planning 

process, anticipated timeline, and 

interactive maps, please see the 

Storymap: http://arcg.is/2j9GNu4 

 

Jim McClure-Jerry Peak Wilderness 

Topic HB/WC JMJP 

Acres H-B: 67,998 

WC: 90,769 

116,898 

County Blaine & Custer Custer 

Group Size – 
people 

12 12 

Group Size – 
stock 

14 20 

Campfires Below 9000’ w/ 
exceptions 

No 
restrictions 

Stock 
prohibitions 

Within certain 
lake basins 

No 
restrictions 

Zones Four zone 
categories 
established 

No zones 

Monitoring 5 indicators: 
individual/
campsite 
encounters, 
user developed 
routes, 
campsite 
density/
condition 

4 indicators: 
individual/
campsite 
encounters, 
user 
developed 
routes, 
campsite 
condition 

Quick Reference— 

Draft Plan Comparison 
As of early 2017, the proposed plan for the 

Hemingway-Boulders and White Clouds 

Wilderness areas compares with the 

proposed plan for the Jim McClure-Jerry 

Peak Wilderness in the following ways:  

Frequently Asked Questions for the 
Jim McClure-Jerry Peak Wilderness Plan 

http://arcg.is/2j9GNu4

